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and a cabaret, called the " Dawn of Day," when it was
stopped by fifteen or sixteen men on horseback, who
seized on Beringhen, hurried him into a post-chaise in
waiting, and drove off with him. The King's carriage,
with the coachman, footmen, and groom, was allowed
to go back to Versailles. As soon as it reached Ver-
sailles the King was informed of what had taken place.
He sent immediately to his four Secretaries of State,
ordering them to send couriers everywhere to the
frontiers, with instructions to the governors to guard
all the passages, so that if these horsemen were for-
eign enemies, as was suspected, they would be caught
in attempting to pass out of the kingdom. It was
known that a party of the enemy had entered Artois,
that they had committed no disorders, but that they
were there still. Although people found it difficult, at
first, to believe that Beringhen had been carried off by
a party such as this, yet as it was known that he had
no enemies, that he was not reputed sufficiently rich
to afford hope of a large ransom, and that not one of
our wealthiest financiers had been seized in this man-
ner, this explanation was at last accepted as the right
one.

So in fact it proved. A certain Guetem, a fiddler of
the Elector of Bavaria, had entered the service of Hol-
land, had taken part in the war against France, and
had become a colonel. Chatting one evening with his
comrades, he laid a wager that he would carry off some
one of mark between Paris and Versailles. He ob-
tained a passport, and thirty chosen men, nearly all
of whom were officers. They passed the rivers dis-
guised as traders, by which means they were enabled